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The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
HEINRICH). On this vote, the yeas are 
48, the nays are 50. 

Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn not having voted in the 
affirmative, the motion is not agreed 
to. 

The motion was rejected. 
MOTION TO RECONSIDER 

Mr. SCHUMER. I enter a motion to 
reconsider the failed cloture vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo-
tion is entered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Now, Mr. President, I 
want to make sure everyone under-
stands exactly what has happened here 
on the Senate floor. The Republican 
Party has now become the party of de-
fault, the party that says America 
doesn’t pay its debts. 

Our country is staring down the bar-
rel of two totally Republican-manufac-
tured disasters—a government shut-
down and a first-ever default on the na-
tional debt. The impacts of both would 
gravely harm every single American in 
this country. Republicans would let the 
country default for the first time in 
history. 

A few moments ago, the Senate had 
an opportunity to begin solving these 
problems right away. Democrats did 
their part and voted yes, but Senate 
Republicans meanwhile voted to drive 
our country straight toward a govern-
ment shutdown and the first default in 
our country’s history. 

Let me be clear. What the Repub-
licans in the Senate did tonight is not 
normal. This isn’t your typical Wash-
ington practice, and it shouldn’t be 
treated as such. It has far more severe 
consequences than the typical political 
cat fight. Republicans know the con-
sequences of their obstruction. They 
know a default would likely create a 
recession. They know that middle-class 
families will suffer immensely. They 
have heard the same warnings that we 
have. And by many calculations, the 
Republican default will raise the def-
icit by more than the American Rescue 
Plan, and yet Republicans still ob-
structed tonight. 

It is one of the most reckless, one of 
the most irresponsible votes I have 
seen take place in the Senate, and it 
should send a signal to every family, 
small business, market watcher about 
who in this Chamber is in favor of en-
dangering the economic stability of our 
country and who isn’t. 

Let me repeat: The Republican Party 
has solidified itself as the party of de-
fault, and it will be the American peo-
ple who pay the price. Social Security 
checks, Medicare benefits, veterans 
benefits, small business—all this and 
more are now on the chopping block 
because Senate Republicans are play-

ing games with the full faith and credit 
of the United States. 

Now, despite Republican intran-
sigence, this matter cannot be set aside 
for even a moment. Before the vote, I 
changed my vote from yes to no in 
order to reserve the option on addi-
tional action on the House-passed leg-
islation. 

Keeping the government open and 
preventing a default is vital to our 
country’s future, and we will be taking 
further action to prevent this from 
happening this week. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Now, Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 264. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Robert T. An-
derson, of Washington, to be Solicitor 
of the Department of the Interior. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send 

a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 264, Robert 
T. Anderson, of Washington, to be Solicitor 
of the Department of the Interior. 

Charles E. Schumer, Tammy Duckworth, 
Brian Schatz, Alex Padilla, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, Richard J. Durbin, Eliza-
beth Warren, Amy Klobuchar, Gary C. 
Peters, Mark R. Warner, Tammy Bald-
win, Martin Heinrich, Mazie K. Hirono, 
Debbie Stabenow, Patrick J. Leahy, 
Robert P. Casey, Jr., Thomas R. Car-
per, Tina Smith. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 159. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Jonathan Eu-
gene Meyer, of Ohio, to be General 
Counsel, Department of Homeland Se-
curity. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send 

a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 159, Jona-
than Eugene Meyer, of Ohio, to be General 
Counsel, Department of Homeland Security. 

Charles E. Schumer, Tammy Duckworth, 
Brian Schatz, Alex Padilla, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, Richard J. Durbin, Eliza-
beth Warren, Amy Klobuchar, Gary C. 
Peters, Mark R. Warner, Tammy Bald-
win, Martin Heinrich, Mazie K. Hirono, 
Debbie Stabenow, Patrick J. Leahy, 
Robert P. Casey, Jr., Thomas R. Car-
per, Tina Smith. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Finally, I ask unani-
mous consent that the mandatory 
quorum calls for the cloture motions 
filed today, September 27, be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

TRIBUTE TO ATOMIC VETERANS 

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I draw at-
tention to and recognize the immense 
service and commitment to our coun-
try of our Nation’s Atomic Veterans. I 
also extend special recognition and 
gratitude to Idahoan and Atomic Vet-
eran Noelan ‘‘Mac’’ McCormack for his 
service to our country and his efforts 
to ensure his fellow veterans receive 
appreciation and recognition for their 
service and sacrifices. 

Mac McCormack of Coeur d’Alene, 
ID, served in the U.S. Marine Corps 
Test Unit #1, a unit active from 1954– 
1957 involved in specialized tactics, in-
cluding warfare as it related to nuclear 
weapons. An Atomic Veteran is a vet-
eran who, as part of his or her military 
service, participated in nuclear testing 
between 1945 and 1962, served in the 
U.S. military forces in or around Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki through mid-1946, 
or was held a prisoner of war in or near 
Hiroshima or Nagasaki. 

Earlier this year, when designating 
July 16, 2021, as National Atomic Vet-
erans Day, President Biden noted the 
considerable challenges Atomic Vet-
erans have faced, ‘‘Atomic Veterans 
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